
Simple Winter  
Water-Saving Tips

1. Winter is 
the perfect time 
for making plans 
to add or modify 
your landscape to 
use less water. Consider 
low-water gardens 
that attract wildlife, 
such as butterflies or birds. Or 
work around themes such as 
fragrance, edible, ornamental or 
native plants. 

2. Check indoor fixtures for leaks 
and fix right away. A small leak 
left unattended can account for 
hundreds of gallons of good, 
clean water lost.

3. Consider replacing an existing 
toilet with an ultra high-
efficiency model, which uses 
1.28 gallons per flush or less. 

4. Install a low-flow showerhead. 
Having a high efficiency 

showerhead is a very 
practical way to 

reduce water 
consumption 
during 
bathing. 
It not only 

reduces your 
water bill, it 

reduces your sewer and 
energy bills as well. 

5. Insulate your water heater 
and water pipes. Doing so will 
save energy and also will cut 
down on the amount of water 
that goes down the drain while 
waiting for hot water to flow. 

25 Water Facts > SEE BACK PAGE 

Did You 
Know?

Printed on 30% post-consumer waste fiber.

Pipeline
N e w s l e t t e r  f o r  S k a g i t  P u b l i c  U t i l i t y  D i s t r i c t  C u s t o m e r s

January/February 2012

Find Us on

25
facts about

Water needs our help. We have the same 
amount of water today as we did when the Earth was formed. 
Constant use and pollution threaten our water resources. 
Experts estimate that nonpoint pollution, that is, agricultural 
and urban runoff combined with pollution by individuals, 
threatens our water resources more than industrial pollution.

We all have the opportunity to make positive decisions every 
day that affect drinking water. For example, whenever we 
notice a dripping faucet or see a sprinkler operating on a rainy 
day, we have an opportunity to conserve water by stopping 
waste. We can also conserve water by buying recycled paper 
products.

To help you learn more about water, here are 25 basic facts:

1 	 The first municipal 
water filtration works opened 
in Paisley, Scotland, in 1804.

2 	 Of all the earth's 
water, 97 percent is salt water 
found in oceans and seas.

3 	 Only three percent 
of the earth's water is fresh 
water. Two percent is currently 
frozen.

4 	 About two-thirds of 
the human body is water. 
Some parts of the body 
contain more water than 
others. For example, 70 

percent of your skin  
is water.

5   There 
are approxi-
mately 55,000 

community water 
systems providing 
water to the 
public in the 
United States. 

6 	 Public water suppliers 
process 44 billion gallons of 
water per day for domestic 
and public use.

7 	 Approximately one 
million miles of pipelines and 
aqueducts carry water in the 
United States and Canada. 
That's enough to circle the 
earth 40 times. Skagit PUD 
has over 600 miles of pipe.

8   About 800,000 
water wells are drilled each 
year in the United States 
for domestic, farming, 
commercial, and water-testing 
purposes.

9   Typically, households 
consume at least 30 percent 
of their water by lawn 
sprinkling. Inside, 
toilets use the 
most water. The 
average person 
flushes over five 
times per day (household or 
work). That totals nearly 2,000 
flushes per person annually.
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10 	 In 1974, Congress passed the 

Safe Drinking Water Act to ensure that  
drinking water is safe for human 
consumption. The Act requires public 
water systems to monitor and treat 
drinking water for safety.

11 	 The largest single consumer of 
water in the United 
States is virtually 

invisible. Every day, the 
nation’s power plants 

use 201 billion gallons 
of water in the course of 
generating electricity. That isn’t 
water used by hydroelectric 

plants—it’s the water used by coal, gas, 
and nuclear power plants for cooling 
and to make steam. 

12 	 Over 15 million households 
get their water from their own private 
wells and are responsible for treating 
and pumping the water themselves.

13 	 More than 79,000 tons of 
chlorine are used per year in the United 
States and Canada to treat water.

14 	 The average person spends 
less that one percent of his/her total 
personal income for water, wastewater, 
and water disposal services.

15 	 You can survive about a month 
without food but only 5 to 7 days 
without water.

16 	 On average, each American 
uses about 80-100 gallons of water  
a day.

17 	 One person out of 
eight—nearly 900 million people in 
total—lacks access to clean water. 
According to the World Health 
Organization, in Africa alone 36 
percent of the people have no safe 
drinking water. 

18 	 The average five-minute 
shower takes between 12 to 25 gallons 
of water.

19 	 You can refill an eight-ounce 
glass of water approximately 24,000 
times for the same cost as a six-pack  
of soda.	

20 	 An automatic dishwasher uses 
approximately 9 to 12 gallons of water 
while hand washing dishes can use up 
to 20 gallons.

21 	 If every household in America 
had a faucet that dripped once each 
second, 574 million gallons of water a 
day would leak away.

22 	 It takes 338 
gallons of water 
to produce one 
serving (3 ounces) of 
beef. The average American 
eats about seven servings  
of beef each week.

23 	 One gallon of water weighs 
approximately 8.34 pounds.

24 	 One inch of rainfall drops 
7,000 gallons, or nearly 30 tons of 
water, on a 60’ x 180’ piece of land.

25 	 We can protect our water 
sources by properly disposing 
of household chemicals and 
pharmaceuticals, preventing them from 
contaminating our water sources.

SSkagit PUD is governed by three 
commissioners that are elected by the 
residents of Skagit County and serve 
six-year terms on a nonpartisan basis.

The PUD Commissioners establish 
policy, approve budgets and 
expenditures, establish rates for services, 
retain the utility management, and 
provide oversight of the utility. PUDs 
are self-regulated and as such, are not 
regulated by the Washington Utilities and 
Transportation Commission. 

As with any decision before the Board, 
citizens have numerous opportunities 
to comment on actions concerning the 
utility. As elected commissioners, they 
have a responsibility to ensure that 
provided services are financially feasible 
and in the best interests of the customer.

As a Skagit PUD customer-owner, you 
have the ability to voice concerns during 
every commission meeting. We hold open 
meetings each Tuesday of the month at 
4:30 p.m., where members of the public 
can observe and participate in decisions 
made by the Board of Commissioners.

Skagit PUD Commissioners

Your PUBLIC utility 
Let your voice be heard 

District No. 1

Al Littlefield, Vice President
2219 15th Street
Anacortes, WA 98221
Home Phone: (360) 293-7356
littlefield@skagitpud.org

District No. 2

Robbie Robertson, President
19664 E Conway Hill Lane
Mount Vernon, WA 98274
Home Phone: (360) 445-2415 
Cell Phone: (360) 708-3536
robertson@skagitpud.org

District No. 3

James (Jim) Cook, Secretary
26135 Minkler Road
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284
Home Phone: (360) 854-0065
Cell Phone: (360) 770-4825
cook@skagitpud.org
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